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Railroading in Great Britain—Part V 
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Understanding how basic electricity and wiring works—Part 2 
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The double-headed fire breathing dragon snakes it’s way through 
faun stubble 
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The GRAB IRON is the 
official publication of the Fourth 

Division, Pacific Northwest Region of the 
National Model Railroad Association. It is 
published ten times a year, September through June 
and is made available to all members in good 
standing. Correspondence and contributions are 
solicited and may be sent to the editor. The editor 
reserves the right to accept, reject, and edit 
contributions as space and time dictates. 
Photographs and illustrations may be accepted; 
contact the editor for details. Commercial 
advertising is accepted in accordance with current 
rates and requirements established by the Grab Iron 
staff. Classified Advertising (non-commercial) will 
be accepted from Fourth Division members free of 
charge as a member service; contact the editor for 
details. Letters to the editor and other editorial 
opinions do not necessarily reflect opinions and 
policy of the Fourth Division. 

Staff 
Grab Iron 

Editor   Gregg Arndt 
Advertising   Mike Slease 
Circulation   Mike Slease 
Photographer   Vacant 

Fourth Division 
Superintendent   Kevin Oleson 

Director    Didrik Voss 
Director   Norm Curtis 
Director   Gregg Arndt 

Secretary   Jeannie Melvin 
Treasurer   Sherman Stevens 

Pacific Northwest Region 
President   Wilmer B. Seaver 

Western Director   Ray deBlieck 
A complete list of staff with contact 

information is available on the Fourth Division 
website: http://4dpnr.org/Staff.htm. 

The official address for the Fourth Division is 
P. O. Box 5072, Kent, WA 98064  

Submitting Articles and Pictures 
Readers of the Grab Iron are encouraged to 

submit articles and pictures in several categories; 
Club News, Layout News, Real Life Story, 
Modeling Techniques and Photo Journal. 

The Grab Iron does not pay for articles. 
E-mail articles and photos notices to the 

Editor,  gregga247@comcast.net.  If e-mail is not 
available you may mail you listing to: The Grab 
Iron, c/o Gregg Arndt, 1503 S. 2nd Street, Shelton, 
WA  98584.   

Deadlines: Articles and photographs must 
arrive before the 15th of the month prior to the 
publication issue.  For example, the deadline for 
the September issue is August 15th. 

Advertising Rates 
Following are the advertising rates for the 

Grab Iron which is published 10 times a year, 
September through June.  Contact Advertising at 
253-912-0353 or mikepce@comcast.net. Rates: 
1/8th page ad is $12 per issue, $103 annual; 1/4 
page ad is $17 per issue, $130 annual;1/2 page ad is 
$30 per issue, $230 annual; full page ad is $48 per 
issue, $375 annual. 
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· Major scales, N, HO, O, & G 

· R/C Cars, Boats & Planes 

· Plastic Kits & Rockets 

· Lionel 

· Detailing Parts 

· Doll House Miniatures 

425-252-6130 
2531 Broadway, Everett, WA 98021 
Come see our working layouts! ! 

Your Hobby Supply 
Since 1974 
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Since the railway was now one steamer short for 

the day, the diesel Vale of Ffestiniog arrived on the 
following train. 
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APPLE TRAIN 
HOBBIES 

 

Business Hours 

10am – 5pm 
Mon, Thurs, Fri & Sat 

(Closed Tues & Wed) 

10am – 4pm 
Sundays 

email: billsells@oceanshoreswa.com 

Phone: 360-289-1490 
Fax: 360-289-1496 

 

817 Point Brown Ave, #A 
Ocean Shores, WA 98569 
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Every year in late February into March, the 

city of Anchorage holds it annual winter Festival 
called the Fur Rendezvous or Rondy for short.  
As part of the Rondy and to promote our hobby, 
several Model Railroad Clubs and individuals 
will be displaying model Railroads and other 
railroad items. 

At the Alaska Railroad depot I will be dis-
playing the HO Scale Mooselip Display Railroad 
starting on Friday, February 17th through Sun-
day, February 26th.  Also at the Alaska Railroad 
Depot, the Military Society of Model Railroad 
Engineers will be displaying their HO Scale rail-
road through Saturday, March 4.  The following 
is the schedule for the Alaska Railroad Depot: 

Friday, February 17, 9 AM to 7 PM or until 
the fireworks crowds clear out. 

Saturday February 18, 9 AM to 6 PM 
Sunday, February 19, 11 AM to 6 PM 
Monday through Saturday February 20 

through 25, 9 AM to 6 PM 
Sunday February 26, 11 AM to 6 PM 
Only limited displays will remain in place on 

Monday, Feb. 27 to Saturday March 4,  9 
AM to 6 PM. 

A couple miles across town at Russian Jack 
Springs Park, the Northern Lights Model Rail-
road Club will have their doors open to the pub-
lic on Saturday and Sunday, the three week-
ends of the Rondy.  February 18, 19, February 
25,26 and March 4,5.  The hours for all 3 week-
ends will be 11 AM through 4 PM 

These Rondy events are a great opportunity 
to get out and see what others are doing as well 
as showing your friends what the hobby of 
Model Railroading is all about. 

Marty Quaas 
Palmer, Alaska 

�$����$"�%��&���'�'��
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MONTHLY ACTIVITIES 
1st Tue, Ocean Shores WA, Ocean Shores Clinic, Info: Duane 
Damgaard, 360-289-5416, duaned@techline.com. 
1st Thurs, Shoreline WA , Seattle Clinic, Shoreline Conference 
Center , NE Corner of 1st Ave NE & NE 185th St , 7:00 PM, 
Info: Bobj Berger, 425-774-9165. 
1st Thurs, Fircrest WA , Tacoma “N” Scalers Clinic, Fircrest 
Recreation Center, 555 Contra Costa Blvd, Tacoma, 7:30 PM,  
Info: Walt Huston, 253-535-2043. 
1st Friday, Seattle WA , Northwest Railfan, North Seattle Com-
munity College, Performing Arts Center, Meridian Avenue North, 
7:30 PM, Info: Roger Ferris, 206-283-0637, railfun@juno.com. 
2nd Tue, Camano Island WA , Camano Island Model Railroad 
Club, 7:00 pm, Info: Tom Buckingham, 360-629-7810 (wk), 360-
387-6128 (hm), tom@401kplanninggroup.com. 
2nd Wed, Fidalgo Island WA , Skagit Valley Clinic, Mt. Erie Fire 
Station, Marine Dr. just north of Rosario Rd., 7:00 PM, Info: 
Gordon Garnhart,360-240-8875 or garnhart@whidbey.net. 
2nd Thurs, Midland WA , Tacoma Clinic, Pierce County Library 
Admin. Center, 3005 112th Street E. (Corner of 112th and 
Waller Rd), 7:30 PM,  Info: Richard Molzahn, 253-661-3971. 
1st Sat, Seattle WA , HO MODULE MTG, Andy’s Diner contact 
for directions, 8:30 AM, Info: Norm Curtis, 425 743 9035, rail-
mail39@verizon.net. 
3rd Tue, Seattle WA , Great North End “N” Scale, Shoreline 
Senior Center, South Annex NE, 185th St. & 1st Ave NE, 7:30 
PM, Info: Dean Daughenbaugh, 425-252-8251. 
3rd Tue, Edmonds WA , Swamp Creek & Western Railroad 
Association, Baggage Room, Amtrak Depot, 210 Railroad Ave, 
7:00 PM, Info: Bruce Harris, 425-483-3322. 
3rd Wed, Snohomish WA , Snohomish Rail Fans Clinic, Hilton 
Lake Fire Station, 3525 108th Street SE, Everett, NE corner  
35th Ave SE and 108th SE., 7:00 PM, Info: Ted Becker, 360-
794-5117, rail.bird@verizon.net. 
3rd Thurs, Bellevue WA , Eastside Get Together, Bellevue 
Foursquare Church, 2015 Richards Road SE, 7:30 PM, Info: . 
3rd Sat, Bremerton WA , Westside Clinic, Poulsbo Pacific Hob-
bies, Burwell & Montgomery, Basic/Intermediate 11 AM,  Ad-
vanced  12:30 PM, Info: Jack Hamilton, 360-308-9845 or gradi-
ver@tscnet.com. 
3rd Sat, Seattle WA , Northwest Pacific Z Scale, Contact Tom 
Gilchrist (425-226-3708, tomg@tomgtomg.com) or Jim Glass 
(berjimgl@msn.com). 
4th Fri, Olympia WA , Olympia Clinic, 7:30 PM, Info: Scott 
Buckley, 360-352-5567,  sbuckley@nwrain.com or Jim 
Younkins, 360-357-9185, jcyounkins@attbi.com). 

TIMETABLE – 2006 
FEB 3, (FRI). AUBURN WA, Winter Railroad Lecture, White 
River Valley Museum, 918H St. SE Les Gove Park, 918 H 
Street SE, 7:30PM-10PM. Info: - (253) 288-7433, 
www.wrvmuseum.org. (Check web for several other rail related 
activities). 
FEB 12, (SUN), VANCOUVER BC , Mount Pleasant Lions 
Model Railroad Show, Mount Pleasant Community Centre, 3161 
Ontario St. 10am-3pm. Info: - Alex, (604) 875-1837. 
FEB 18, Chehalis WA , Lewis County Historical Museum pre-
sents Ruth Eckes and Jim Frederickson - Brass Pounders and 
Hoopin' it Up! Train Dispatching on the NP, 599 NW Front Way, 
3:30 PM, Info: 360-748-0831, www.lewiscountymuseum.org, 
lchm@lewiscountymuseum.org. 
FEB 18-19, CALGARY AB, SUPERTRAIN 2006,  Calgary 
Model Railroad Society Annual Model Railway Show, Big 4 
Building, Stampede Grounds, 9am-5pm.  Info: -Mike Borkristl, 
(403) 203-1970,   supertrain@calgarymodelrailway.org., 
www.calgarymodelrailway.org 
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FEB 19, (SUN), SPOKANE WA , River City Modelers Model 
Railroad Train Show. Spokane Community College, Lair Student 
Activities Building, Mission & Green St, 9:30am-3:30pm.  Info: - 
River City Modelers, c/o Bob & Shirley Sample, P. O. Box 314, 
Elk WA 99009, (509) 292-8332, shirleysample@qwest.net. 
FEB 25, (SAT), CLACKAMAS OR , 21st Annual Willamette 
Model RR Club Swap Meet, Camp Withycombe Armory, S.E. 
102nd, off Hwy 212-224, 10am-3pm, (free admission). Info: - 
Rick Andrews (503) 642-3298, DRDEWS@msn.com.  
MAR 11-12, Port Orchard WA ,  21st annual Towne Square 
Port Orchard (formerly South Kitsap Mall) Model Railroad Show, 
presented by the Bremerton Northern Model Railroad Club, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, 12 noon-5 p.m. Sunday.  Info:  Stephen 
R. Strauss, (360) 876-5656, srstrauss@donobi.net. 
MAR 12, (SUN), BURNABY BC , 24th Annual Western Rails. 
Cameron Recreation Center, 9523 Cameron St. 9am-4pm. Info: 
(604) 540-4483. 
MAR 18, Lacey WA, The Olympia Capitol City Lions 21st An-
nual Model Railroad & Collectable Toy Show, St. Martin College 
Pavilion, 5300 Pacific Ave, 10 AM to 3: PM, Dealers 8 AM, 
Adults $4, Seniors & students $3, Age 12 & under Free with 
paying adult, Dealer table $18, Proceedes support Olympia 
Capitol City Lions Community Service Projects, Info: Bill Zidel, 
5143 Blacktail Ct NE, Olympia, WA  98516, zidelrcsd@aol.com, 
360-438-3503. 
MAR 19, (SUN), PULLMAN WA , 10th Annual Palouse Empire 
Railroad Show & Swap Meet. Beasley Performing Arts Coli-
seum, WSU Campus, 10am-3pm. Info: - Ken Vogel 400 E. Main 
St, Pullman WA 99163, (509) 332-0505, (M-F 9:30-6:00, Sat 
9:30-5:30), or Noel Randall, 805 Panorama, Moscow ID 83843, 
(208) 882-3773. 
MAR 19, (SUN), CALGARY AB, Calgary Model Railroaders 
Society Spring Mini-Meet & Flea Market, Glenmore Inn 2720 
Glenmore Tr. SE,  9:30am-4pm. Info: - Jeffrey Burk, (403) 272-
5546, eve, jeffb@boltsupply.com, www.calgarymodelrailway.org 
APR 8-9, EUGENE OR, 18th Annual Willamette Cascade Model 
Railroad Club Train Show and Swap Meet.  Lane County Fair-
grounds, 796 W 13th Ave, Expo Hall, South side of the complex. 
Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm. Info: - Lee or Diane Temple, 
(541) 688-9112, ttanddt@ram.com. 
APR 9, (SUN), NANAIMO BC,  Vancouver Island Spring Model 
Railroad Show, Beban Park Rec. Centre, 2300 Bowen Rd.,  
10am-4pm. Info: - Rick Lord, (250) 724-4205, rblord@telus.net. . 
APR14-15, VERNON BC,  7th Div, 2006 Vernon Spring Meet, 
Best Western Vernon Lodge, 3914 32nd St., (Hwy 97), (250) 
545-3385, Info: - Registrar, Angus McLellan, (250) 862-9074, 
angusnfam@shaw.ca. 
APR 28-30, ESSEX MT, 18th Annual Essexpress Railfan Week-
end, Izaak Walton Inn. Info: - (406) 888-5700, 
stay@izaakwaltoninn.com, www.izaakwaltoninn.com.  
April 29-30, Monroe WA, United Northwest 15th Annual Model 
Railroad Show & Swap Meet, Evergreen State Fairgrounds, 10 
AM to 5 PM Saturday and 10 AM to 4 PM Sunday. Donations 
Adults $5, Seniors and Juniors under 18 $3. Children 10 and 
under free with paying adult. Proceeds for the event go to Equi-
Friends, a therapeutic equestrian riding program for people with 
disabilities., Info: David Moser, 13306 109th Ave NE, Kirkland, 
WA  98034 or 425.821.6968 or david@unwclub.org 
MAY 19-20, CALGARY AB , The Rockyview Express, 6th Div 
spring meet hosted by Calgary Model Trainmen. Info: - 
www.rockyviewexpress.com.  
May 20, Beaverton OR, Pacific Northwest Area 8th Annual 
Meet—’N’ - May, Fir Grove Elementary School, 6300 SW Wilson 
Ave, $3 Adults, 2 Children over 6 years old. 

JUNE 3-4, PUYALLUP WA , Washington State Train Show & 
Swap Meet sponsored by 4th Div PNR, Puyallup Fair-
grounds,  110 9th Ave, Info: - Gregg Arndt, (360) 584-3515,  
gregga247@comcast.net, www.4dpnr.org. 
JUNE 22-25, LEWISTON MT, MRHA, (Milwaukee Road Histori-
cal Association), Annual Convention, Yogo Inn. (800) 860-9646. 
Info: - www.mrha.com.  
JUL 2-9, PHILADELPHIA PA, Independence Junction 200 6. 
NMRA National Convention, Sponsored by the Mid-Eastern 
Region. Pennsylvania Convention Center, 1101 Arch St. Info: - 
www.ij2006.org.  
JUL 12-16, BOZEMAN MT, NPRHA, (Northern Pacific Railway 
Historical Association), Annual Convention, Best Western Gran 
Tree Inn, 1325 n 7th Ave. Info: - Janyce Taylor, 917 Park View 
Way, Missoula MT 59803-2319, www.nprha.org.   
Jul 16-19, KALISPELL MT, GNRHS, (Great Northern Historical 
Society Annual Convention), WestCoast Kalispell Center Hotel, 
20 N Main. Info: -  www.gnrhs.org. 
AUG 3-6, WILSONVILLE OR, Willamette Valley Express.  
PNR 2006 Convention, Holiday Inn, 25425 SW 95th Ave. Info: - 
www.pnr2006.com, Registrar, John Sparrows, (503) 631-7793. 
AUG 10-12, BOZEMAN MT , Milwest Annual Meeting, 
(Milwaukee Road-Lines West Historical Group). Info: - 
www.milwest.org.  
SEP 24, (SUN), VICTORIA BC,  NMRA, PNR, 7th Div, Vancou-
ver Island Subdivision, 16th Annual Victoria Model Railway 
Show, Cedar Hill Recreation Centre, 3220 Cedar Hill Rd. 10am-
4pm. Info: - Ted Alexis, (250) 595-4070. 
OCT 7-9, ESSEX MT, 25th Annual Alta/Mont Weekend, Izaak 
Walton Inn. Info: - (406) 888-5700, stay@izaakwaltoninn.com, 
www.izaakwaltoninn.com.  
Oct 14-15, Fircrest WA, N-Trek Northwest 19 . Fircrest Rec-
reation Center, 555 Contra Costa, Sat 10am-5-pm, Sun 11am-
4pm. Info: - Walt Huston, 1210 141st St E. Tacoma 98445, (253) 
535-8787, walthuston@earthlink.net 
OCT 14-15, CHILLIWACK BC,  Mount Cheam Lions Club Model 
Railway & Hobby Show, Heritage Park, 44140 Luckakuck Way. 
Sat. 10am-6pm. Sun 10am-4pm. Info: James Hill, (604) 824-
1757, qdee@telus.net. 
NOV 10-12, BURNABY BC , TRAINS 2006, 24th Annual 7th Div 
Fall Meet, Cameron Recreation Center, 9523 Cameron St. Info: 
- Kathy Dixon, (Registrar), P.O. Box 52224, N. Vancouver BC 
V7J 3V5, (604) 987-4237, Trains-2004-meet-reg@telus.net, 
www.bctrains.org. 
NOV 11-12, (SUN), BURNABY BC , TRAINS 2006, 24th Annual 
Public Show, Cameron Recreation Center, 9523 Cameron St. 
9am-4pm. Info: - Bill Dixon, (Registrar), P.O. Box 52224, North 
Vancouver BC V7J 3V5, (604) 987-4237, trains-show-
registrar@telus.net.  www.bctrains.org. 
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PAID 
Tacoma, WA 
Permit # 462  

N M R A/ P N R    M E M B E R S H I P     A P P L I  C A T I O N 12/31/2005 
Please accept my Membership application (renewal or  new) in the NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOC.  
[ ] New Member [ ] Renewal of membership   NMRA #:   PNR #:    
 Annual MembershipDues 
[ ]Regular  $33 $   
[ ]Family members of a member (each) $  9 $   
 Names:       
[ ]Youth  (under age 19) Includes Scale Rails  $23 $   
[ ]Student  age 19 to 25 same as YOUTH with valid Student Identification) $23 $    
[ ]Sustaining  $90 $   
[ ]Scale Rails  $12 $   
[ ]PNR Printed Switchlist   $  6 $   
TOTAL DUES PAYMENT ENCLOSED (Make checks payable to NMRA) $   
 Send payment to NMRA, 4121 Cromwell Road, Chattano oga, TN 37421 
Member Information:  Please print and fill out COMPLETELY.  
Name:   Birthdate (m/d/y):   Scale Preference:   
Address:   City: __________________________ St: ____ Zip/MC:   
Phone (______) ______-_________  FAX  (______) ____ __-__________   e-mail   
Credit cards accepted:    [ ] MasterCard   [ ] VISA   [ ] American Express   [ ] Diner’s Club   [ ] Discover 
Card #: ________-________-_______-________  Issued to (Print):   
Expires  (m/y): ____________________ Signature :   
Please note, if you are from Canada, please send form and payment to: Registrar, NMRA Canada, Membership 

Officer/Registrar, 69 Schroder Cres., Guelph ON   N1E 7B4 Canada. 


